






















Eliminating 1,503 duplicate fingerprints, which resulted when a 
person was fingerprinted for the same offense by more than one agency 
while in custody, and 159 "sleeper" or other noncriminal prints from 
the 10,096 fingerprints received from Minnesota contributors from July 
1958-June 1960; there remain 8,434 records of persons charged with a 
criminal offense. These 8,434 new and old subjects are classified by 
sex and offense charged in table 11. Females account for 6.9 percent 
of the 8,434 prints and were most frequently fingerprinted for offenses 
involving forged or no account checks, larceny, and prostitution. 
Male subjects were most frequently printed for larceny, forged or no 
account checks, and burglary. 

TABLE 11. SEX OF ARRESTS1 BY OFFENSE 
July 1958-June 1960 

Offense charged 

Total 

Criminal homicide 
Rape, inc. carnal knowledge 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary, breaking or entering 
Larceny 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement and fraud 
Stolen property, buying etc. 
Arson 
Forgery and counterfeiting 
Prostitution and comnercialized vice 
Other sex offenses 
Narcotic drug laws 
Weapons, carrying etc. 
Offenses against family 
Liquor laws 
Driving while intoxicated 
Other traffic laws 
Disorderly condu~t 
Drunkenness 
Vagrancy 
Minor assault 
Felony registration 
Investigation 
All other offenses 

Total 

8,434 
85 

214 
276 
387 
927 

1,242 
413 
880 

40 
16 

350 
70 

369 
50 
66 

203 
244 
818 
243 
240 
586 
114 

96 
146 
845 
614 

Sex 
Male 

7,851 
78 

214 
268 
315 
905 

1,149 
399 
723 

39 
13 

301 
2 

363 
86 
62 

201 
285 
815 
242 
226 
550 

85 
94 

141 
821 
579 

Female 

588 

12 

8 
22 
22 
93 
14 

107 
1 
3 

49 
68 

6 
14 

4 
2 
9 
8 
1 

14 
36 
29 

2 
5 

24 
35 

1Excludes 1,503 duplicate arrest prints and 159 noncriminal or 
"s Leeper" prints. 

Age data on persons fingerprinted in Minnesota from July 1958-
June 1960 are shown, according to the offense with which the subject 
was charged at the time of his arrest, in table 12. The median age 
was calculated to be 25.8 years, which is younger than the 26.6 years 
and 27.7 years set in each of two previous biennial periods. Median 
ages of 19.8 years for auto theft and 19.9 years for burglary record 
the youngest medians and 39.0 years for drunkenness records the oldest 
median age for persons fingerprinted. More eighteen-year-olds were 
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arrested than any other age group. Persons under twenty-one years of 
age account for 27.9 percent of all the fingerprints received and were 
responsible for 63.7 percent of the prints received for auto theft, 
57.0 percent of the liquor law violations, and 50.7 percent of the 
burglary offenses. Youthful offenders continue their participation in 
the corrmission of major offenses when it is noted that 80.1 percent of 
the auto theft arrests, 75.0 percent of the liquor law violations, 
74.1 percent of the burglaries, 66.8 percent of the rape offenses, and 
56.9 percent of the robberies were charged against persons under 
twenty-five years of age. 

MINNESOTA 
POPULATION AGE GROUPS 

1950 CENSUS 

45 & OVER 
42.1% 

CHART 11-

MINNESOTA 
ARREST AGE GROUPS 
1958-60 FINGERPRINTS 

Persons of the white race accounted for 85.0 percent of the 8,434 
criminal fingerprint records forwarded by Minnesota agencies during 
the past two-year period. The nonwhite race, excluding Mexicans, 
which accounts for only 0.9 percent of the 1950 Minnesota population 
is accountable for 13.9 percent of the fingerprint records received. 
For every 1,000 inhabitants 1.7 persons of the white race (including 
Mexicans) were fingerprinted and 30.6 persons of the nonwhite race 
were fingerprinted. The race of persons fingerprinted is shown in 
table 13. 

Evidence, which required processing for latent fingerprints by 
the identification division, was received in 240 cases during July 

1958-June 1960 as compared with 224 cases in the previous two-year 
period. Further examination of the 240 cases developed 351 comparable 
prints and 1,138 comparison studies were conducted with records previ
ously on file in the Bureau. These comparison studies resulted in the 
positive.identification of the latent fingerprint in 51 inst·ances. A 
trial is anticipated when a latent fingerprint is identified with the 
fingerprint of a suspect. Therefore, comparison charts must be pre
pared to substantiate this evidence in court. Unidentified comparable 
latent fingerprints are retained on file for future comparison with 
fingerprints of logical suspects. Latent fingerprint activity is re
corded in table 14. 

TABLE 1,3. RACE OF PERSONS ARRESTED IN MINNESOTA 
July 1958-June 1960 

Race Number Percent 

Total 8,484 100 .o 
White 7, 169 85.0 
Indian 682 7.5 
Negro 533 6.3 
Mexican 94 1.1 
Gypsy 6 0.1 

TABLE 111-. LATENT FINGERPRINT CASES PROCESSED 
July 1958-June 1960 

Number Articles Comparable Compari- Identifi-Type of case of cases processed prints son cat ions 
developed studies 

Total 240 1,256 351 1, 138 51 

Articles submitted 168 1, 068 219 792 38 
Field investigations 11 193 26 79 2 
Latent lifts submitted 55 95 240 8 
Latent photos submitted 6 11 27 3 

Cases involving photographic act1v1t1es by the division are re
corded in table 15. The Bureau photographed and fingerprinted 131 
prisoners either in the office or the Women's Reformatory at Shakopee. 
Negatives were developed in 1,222 instances and 4,720 photographic 
prints were made therefrom in addition to 553 enlargements. 

TABLE 15. PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES 
July 1958-June 1960 

Classification 
Total 

Crime scene photographs 
Habitual "Offender" Series 
Latent prints 
Prisoners photographed 
Reprints 
Reproductions 
Miscellaneous 

Negatives 
1, 222 

18 
16 

691 
131 

810 
56 

Prints 
4,720 

15 

965 
925 
865 

1,705 
245 

Enlargements 
553 

18 
440 

16 
40 

4 
16 
24 



Fingerprint cards and photographs of subjects committed to a 
Minnesota penal institution were forwarded to Duluth, Minneapolis, 
North Dakota State Bureau, and South Dakota Prison for the purpose of 
reciprocal exchange with other law enforcement agencies. During the 
past biennium 1,342 fingerprint cards and photographs were exchanged. 

The Modus Operandi Crime Classification photograph file is a 
helpful and effective consequent in the positive identification of 
criminals. This file was instituted during the latter part of 1952 
and currently contains 5,573 photographs of subjects who have been 
convicted of some type of felony. The photographs contained therein 
are classified according to the nature of offe~se committed and further 
subdivided by race, sex, age, and height. A large collection of sus
pect photographs can be viewed by a victim in a relatively short period 
of time. It is accessible to all law enforcement agencies to further 
assist in the relentless effort effecting identification and appre
hension of fugitives from justice. 

Record checks at the request of local and out-of-state law en
forcement agencies, military services, and federal agencies are con
ducted daily. This screening is inestimable but approximately 6,779 
inquiries were received and checked. Increased activity of the Inter
state Parole Compact in the supervision of adult parolees and proba
tioners directly adds to the work in the identification division. In 
most cases fingerprints, photographs, and record transcripts concern
ing out-of-state parolees and probationers must be solicited from 
various departments and requests from other states supervising Minne
sota parolees and probationers are increasing in number. 

The law enforcement bulletin issued weekly by the identification 
division is circulated throughout the nation. The bulletin contains 
reports of crimes, stolen property, "wanted" fugitives from justice, 
admissions and releases from penal institutions, calendar of parole 
hearings, warnings, general information, and notices to law enforce
ment officers. The current distribution is 1,336 copies. Bureau 
circulars publicizing "wanted" subjects are issued at the request of 
law enforcement agencies. In addition, circulars submitted by law 
enforcement agencies interested in nation-wide coverage are also 
accepted for insertion in the weekly bulletin. 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 

Information on the number of major offenses committed in Minnesota 
was received from 93 .1 percent of the 87 sheriffs and from 97. 8 percent 
of the 91 chiefs of police in cities having a population of 2,500 or 
more residents, which constitutes 97.6 percent of the 1959 estimated 

i?. j} 

ij 

population 1 (3,419,316) for the State of Minnesota. A system of 
"Uniform Crime Reporting" was adopted in 1930 by the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police and is currently being used by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on a national scale. When a statisti
cal section was established in the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension in 
1936, this system of collection for the State of Minnesota was initi
ated in order to provide a sounder basis for comparing criminal data 
with other states. 

Uniform crime reporting consists of those offenses which are most 
generally and completely reported to police authorities and include 
the following seven categories: criminal homicide, forcible rape, 
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. Any 
offense which, when investigated, proves to be groundless is recorded 
as "unfounded 11

• An offense committed by a juvenile is included in the 
same manner as one committed by an adult regardless of prosecutive 
action. 

TOTAL 

MURDER 

NEGLIGENT 
MANSLAUGHTER 

RAPE -47. 6 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

AUTO THEFT 

CHART 5 

CRIME TREND-MINNESOTA 
PERCENT CHANGE 

1958-1959 over 1956-1957 

1 +13.5 

9 

5 

6 

I 

1 Information Minnesota Department of Health 2/15/60. 

+45.9 



The volume of crime reported during the 1958-1959 biennium reached 
an all-time high of 78,280 offenses. This is an increase of 13.5 per
cent over the 1956-57 biennium when 68,952 major offenses were recorded. 
The estimated increase in Minnesota's population since 1950 is approx
imately fifteen percent, while the number of major offenses corrmitted 
(40,424) has increased 93.6 percent. In ten years the rate of crirne 
has increased at an alarming rate when compared with the population 
increase. Major offenses committed in each calendar year since 1936 
are recorded in tal·le 16. 

Year 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 

1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1956 

1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

TABLE 16. CRIME TRENDS1, 1936-1959 

Mans. 
Total Murder by Rape 

neg. 

16, 784 
17, 075 
rn-, 341 
20, 166 
19,675 

18,992 
16, 60 7 
13,932 
13, 158 
14, 961 
17, 129 
17, 130 
19, 27 4 
19·, 214 
19,458 
20,966 
23,887 
26, 139 
28,661 
27, 693 

34. 611 
34,341 
39,081 
39, 199 

38 
35 
38 
64 
35 

46 
86 
88 
33 
80 
86· 
25 
39 
23 
30 
30 
23 
34 
23 
28 

31 
43 
30 
38 

81 
10 
29 
27 
61 

53 
63 
46 
62 
68 
65 
42 
48 
48 
42 
35 
47 
65 
79 
76 

72 
70 
69 
64 

101 
73 

127 
166 
208 

237 
163 
174 
138 
124 
152 
168 
177 
148 
199 

148 
171 
222 
182 
186 

181 
210 
127 

78 

Rob
bery 

788 
661 
648 
649 
416 

313 
271 
194 
174 
284 
337 
420 
469 
496 
448 
418 
496 
618 
764 
680 

648 
635 
703 
644 

Aggr. 
assault Burglary Larceny 

274 
180 
176 
207 
210 

191 
187 
126 
142 
150 
195 
191 
172 
158 
130 
103 
162 
206 
236 
197 

162 
17'1 
229 
257 

4,778 
4,000 
4,203 
4,665 
4, 967 
4·, 497 
3,666 
3, 112 
3,062 
3, 383 

3,866 
3,861 
4·, 514 
4~ 399 
4., 491 
4,708 
6,614 
6,472 
7,682 
7, 164 

8,098 
8, 22.t 
9,504 
9,185 

7, 203 
8,843 

10, 984 
11, 682 
11,478 

11, 446 
10, 887 
8,696 
7,986 
8,703 

10, 228 
10, 189 
12-, 080 
u, 946 
12, 245 

13, 291 
14,582 
15, 698 
17, 277 
16, 622 

21 97 2 
21:s67 
24,827 
26,021 

Auto 
theft 

3,571 
8, 273 
8, 142 
2,826 
2, 205 

2, 210 
1,735 
1,647 
1, 571 
2, 279 

2,260 
2,244 
1,815 
1, 997 
1,873 

2, 238 
2,852 
2,824 
2,569 
2,741 

8, 44.7 
8,321 
3,592 
3,912 

lojfenses in places not reQorting were estimated beginning in 19~2. Prior 
to that time Bwreau records of crime in delinquent areas were used. 

Percent of increase or decrease for offenses occurring in urban 
and rural areas during 1958 and 1959 are compared with those occurring 
during 1956 and 1957 in table 17. Crimes against the person (murder, 
manslaughter, rape, and a~gravated assault) decreased -5.1 percent, 
while crimes against property (robbery, burglary, larcer.y, and auto 
theft) increased 13.8 percent. Starting with January of 1958, stat
utory rape offen~es were to be eliminated from the lhiform Crime Report
ing system. This factor accounts for the large decrease in the number 
of forc:i.ble ra~ offens~s reported. The greatest 1iicrease of ~ maj.or 
offense involved aggravated assault cases which recorded a 45.9 per
cent increase. 

TABLE 17. CRIME TRENDS BY OFFENSE 
(1956-57 and 1958-59) 

Offenses 

ALL OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny--under $50 
Auto theft 

URBAN OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny--under $50 
Auto theft 

RURAL OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny--under $50 
Auto theft 

Number of offenses 
1958-69 1956-57 

78,280 
68 

133 
205 

1, 347 
486 

18,689 
11, 355 
38, 493 

7, 504 

67,701 
49 

117 
131 

1,288 
367 

14,387 
9,287 

35,382 
6,793 

10,579 
19 
16 
74 

109 
119 

4,302 
2, 118_ 
3,111 

711 

68,952 
74 

142 
891 

1, 283 
333 

16,322 
8,899 

34,74"0 
6,768 

59,705 
37 

128 
246 

1,194 
257 

12,709 
7, 075 

31,998 
6,061 

9,247 
37 
14 

145 
89 
76 

3,613 
1,824 
2,742 

707 

Percent 
change 

13.5 
-8 .1 
-6. 3 

-47.6 
5.0 

45.9 
14.5 
27.6 
10.8 
10.9 

13.4 
32.4 
-8.6 

-46.7 
3 .• 7 

42.8 
13. 2 
30.6 
10.6 
12.1 

14.4 
-48.6 

14.3 
-49. 0 

22.5 
56.6 
19.l 
16.1 
13.4 
0.6 

For every crime committed in a rural area, six crimes occurred in 
an urban area. Three times as many crimes were corrmitted against the 
person and six times more property crimes were corrmitted in metropoli-\ 
tan areas than in rural areas. The urban crime rate in Minnesota is 
extremely high when considering that 53.9 percent of the population 
is classified as urban, while 87.l percent of the crimes occurring during 
1959 were committed in urban areas. 

OFFENSE 

Total 
Offenses against persons 

Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Rape 
Aggravated assault 

Offenses against property 
Robbery 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto theft 

Ratio of urban to 
rural crime rates 

~ 
3.3 
~ 

7.0 
2.1 
3.4 

_fi_._[_ 
11.6 
3.2 
9.0 

10.0 



Seasonal variations showing the total offenses reported each 
month for the years 1956-1959 are shown in chart 6. In 1957 (3,262) 
and 1959 (3,943) the month of December recorded the greatest number of 
offenses, while in 1956 October recorded 3,545 offenses and 3,517 
offenses were recorded in April of 1958. The 3,943 offenses recorded 
in December 1959 shoo the greatest number of offenses reported during 
one month in twenty-three years of recording major crimes. During 
1959 there was a seasonal variation of 61.2 percent in the number of 
offenses reported in December (3,943), the highest month, and the 
offenses reported in February (2,413), the lowest month. 

CHART 6 
MON TH LY CRIME TR EN D S- M I N NE SO TA 
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Monthly variations, listed according to the offense, are shown 
in table 18 for the biennium 1958 and 1959. During this two-year 
period, more offenses (7,040) were reported in October than any other 
month. More than half, 52.1 percent of the major crimes, were 
committed during the warm months, May through October. Offenses 

involving criminal homicide, robbery, and burglary were most frequently 
committed during the winter months; while offenses of rape, assault, 
larceny, and auto theft occurred most frequently during the warm months 
of the year. The totals in table 18 are 1.6 percent less than those 
in table 17 because estimated offenses for delinquent areas have been 
eliminated. 

TABLE 18. MONTHLY VARIATIONS OF PART I OFFENSES1, 1958 and 1959 

Mans. 
Robbery Aggr. Auto Month Total Murder by Rape Burglary Larceny 

neg. assault theft 

Total 77,038 68 133 199 1,337 475 18,322 49, 095 7,409 

January 5,771 14 15 13 133 31 1,672 3,275 618 
February 4,971 12 13 110 27 1,303 2,958 548 
March 6,811 2 2 17 103 44 1,688 4,358 597 
April 6,820 7 13 26 117 43 1,564 4,453 597 
May 6,545 6 13 8 94 37 1,370 4,379 638 
June 6,746 4 4 19 104 39 1,405 4,504 667 

July 6, 612 8 7 19 92 55 1,398 4,511 522 
August 6,508 5 12 21 112 52 1,559 4,201 546 
September 6,677 4 11 21 105 37 1, 589 4,217 693 
October 7,040 4 17 15 121 40 1,625 4,458 760 
November 5,859 7 7 15 106 28 1,507 3,582 607 
December 6, 678 7 20 12 140 42 1,642 4, 199 616 

1Estimated offenses for delinquent areas are exclwied. 

An average rate of 753 major offenses were comnitted each week, 
or five offenses each hour, during the past biennium. Two criminal 
homicides, two forcible rapes, five aggravated assaults, and thirteen 
robberies were committed each week. Each day twenty-six places were 
burglarized and ten automobiles were stolen. Three larcenies occurred 
each hour . 

The actual offenses per 100,000 inhabitants during 1958 and 1959 
presented in tables 19 and 20 are figured on the basis of the estimated 
population for the State of Minnesota during each of these years. The 
rates are figured for the State as a whole, since estimated population 
figures for urban areas are not available. Formerly, rates r:er 100,000 
inhabitants were calculated on the basis of the decennial census fig
ures. Starting with 1958, the Federal Bureau of Investigation in its 
annual "Uniform Crime Reports" will use estimated population figures 
on the basis ofa recorrmendation by the Consultant Committee on Uniform 
Crime Reporting. Table 20 records the rate of crime per 100,000 in
habitants and includes manslaughter by negligence and larceny under 
$50 offenses. 1'hese two categories are not recorded in table 19 where 
Minnesota's crime rates for 1958 are compared with the Nation, because 
the Federal Bureau does not publish this information. In all instances 



the Minnesota rates are lower than those for the Nation. The national 
crime rates per 100,000 inhabitants during 1959 were not available. 

TABLE 19. MINNESOTA AND NATIONAL CRIME RATES PER 100,000 INHABITANTS1 
COMPARED BY OFFENSE, 1958 

Offense Minnesota National 
rate rate 2 

Total 596,8 835,2 

Offenses against persons 11.6 77,3 

Murder 0,9 4.7 
Forcible rape 3,8 7,6 
Aggravated assault 6.9 65, 0 

Offenses against property 585,2 757,9 

Robbery 21. 6 39,3 
Burglary 287,2 354,5 
Larceny--over $50 167,1 208,4 
Auto theft 109,3 155,7 

1Based on 1958 estimated population. 
2 11[]niform Crime Reports", 1958 Annual, F'.B.J., Washington, 

D • C. , page 3 . 

The crirre rate (including manslaughter hy negligence and larceny 
under $50) in Minnesota for 1958 was 1184.8 offenses for every 100,000 
persons or twelve offenses per 1,000 and in 1959 the rate was 1163.8 
for every 100,000 persons or 11 2/3's offenses per 1,000 inhabitants. 
Estimated offenses for delinquent areas have been eliminated from 
table 20. 

TABLE 20. RATE OF CRIME 1 PER 100,000 INHABITANTS~ 
1958 and 1959 

Offense 

Total 
Rate per 100,000 

Murder 
Rate per 100,000 

Manslaughter 
Rate per 100,000 

Forcible rape 
Rate per 100,000 

Robbery 
Rate per 100,000 

Aggravated assault 
Rate per 100,000 

Burglary 
Rate per 100,000 

Larceny--$50 and over 
RatP per 100,000 

Larceny --under $50 
Rate per 100,000 

Auto theft 
Rate per 100,000 

1959 

38,838 
1,163.8 

38 
1.1 

64 
1.9 

76 
2.3 

641 
19.l 

254 
7.6 

9, 061 
271.5 

5, 755 
172, 5 

19, 063 
571.3 

3,886 
116. 5 

1958 

38,200 
1,184,8 

30 
0.9 

69 
2.1 

123 
3,8 

696 
21.6 

221 
6,9 

9,261 
287,2 

5,387 
167,1 

18, 890 
585,9 

3,523 
109,3 

1
Estimated offenses for delinquent areas are excLwled. 

The number of offenses cleared by arrest during 1958-1959 is shown 
in table 21. Law enforcement officers cleared 24.5 percent of the 
77,038 offenses occurring during the past biennium. Sheriffs reported 
a clearance rate of 35.4 percent and chiefs of police cleared 22.9 
percent of the crimes which occurred in urban areas. Crimes against 
the person, which generally receive more intensive investigation, 
record a high clearance rate of 80.8 percent while 23.8 percentof 
the property crimes were cleared by arrest. 

TABLE 21. CRIMES1 CLEARED BY ARREST, 1958 and 1959 

Offenses 
known 

Offenses cleared 
Offenses 

ALL OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Forcible rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny--Under $50 
Auto theft 

URBAN OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Fore ible rape 
Robbery. 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny--under $50 
Auto theft 

RURAL OFFENSES 
Total 

Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
Forcible rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny--$50 and over 
Larceny-under $50 
Auto theft 

77,038 
68 

133 
199 

1,337 
475 

18,322 
11,142 
37,953 

7,409 

67, 020 
49 

117 
130 

1,234 
363 

14,247 
9, 138 

35,005 
6,737 

10,018 
19 
16 
69 

103 
112 

4,075 
2, 004 
2, 948. 

672 

Number 

18,862 
64 

123 
129 
377 
391 

4,388 
1,542 
9,273 
2, 575 

15, 317 
45 

108 
77 

320 
287 

2,929 
990 

8,379 
2,182 

3, 545 
19 
15 
52 
57 

104 
1,459 

552 
894 
393 

1Estimated offenses for delinquent areas are excLwled. 

Percent 

24,5 
94.1 
92,5 
64 .8 
28.2 
82,3 
23,9 
13.8 
24,4 
34,8 

22,9 
91. 8 
92,3 
59,2 
25,9 
79.1 
20.6 
10,8 
23,9 
32,4 

35,4 
100, 0 
93,8 
75,4 
55,3 
92,9 
35.8 
27,5 
30,3 
58,5 

Supplementary Return A reports, giving information on the value 
of property stolen and recovered, were received from 49 chiefs of 
police. The value of property stolen in offenses of robbery, burglary, 
larceny, and auto theft amounted to $4,323,887.63 during 1958 and. 
$4,246,852.15 during 1959. When divided by the number of offenses 
(28,192) recorded during 1958, the average loss per crime was $153.37 
and in 1959 it was $152.06 per crirre (27,929). Police effected the 



recovery of $3,100,788.46, or 71.7 percent, of the loss in 1958 and 
$2,868,633.40, or 67.6 percent, of the loss in 1959. Stolen automo
biles account for 65.1 percent of the loss in 1958 and 61.7 percent of 
the loss in 1959. During 1958 and 1959, 89.5 percent of the recovered 
property involved automobiles. 

Property 

Total 

Automobiles 
Miscellaneous 
Currency 
Jewelry 
Clothing 
Furs 

TABLE 22. VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN AND RECOVERED: 
1958 and 1959 

1959 1958 
Stolen Recovered Stolen 

$4,246,852.15 $2, 868,633.40 $4,323,887.63 

2,624,512.35 2,567,633.35 2,814,484.20 
874,947.11 205,315.63 872,354.81 
427,923.63 48, 682. 93 392,387.50 
154,354.76 25,816.28 121,789.81 
105,663.30 15,026.21 102,410.31 
59,451.00 6,159.00 20,461.00 

Recovered 

$3,100, 788.4,6 
2,778,265.65 

243,011.92 
31},865.49 
22, 342 •. F 
16,287.68 
1,014.95 

Information on the age, sex, and race of persons arrested for all 
offenses during 1959 is being presented for the first time in tables 
23 and 24. Sheriffs and chiefs of police, representing 64.6 percent 
of the State's population, submitted summary forms showing the number 
of persons arrested in their jurisdiction and the offense with which 
they were charged at the time of arrest. 

A total of 48,834 persons were arrested. Of this number, 43,153, 
or 88.4 percent, were of the white race; 3,341, or 6.8 percent, were 
of the Indian race; 2,191, or 4.5 percent, were of the Negro race; and 
149, or 0.3 percent, were in a miscellaneous grouping. According to 
the 1950 Minnesota population for persons 15 years of age and over, 
the nonwhite race (excluding Mexicans) constitutes 0.9 percent of the 

· population while 11. 6 percent of the arrests were for persons of the 
nonwhite race. 

Male persons arrested (43,581) constituted 89.2 ·percent of the 
arrests. The most common offenses for which the 5,253 females were 
arrested were for drunkenness (1,329) and larceny (860). 

The median age of all persons arrested was 28.5 years. Persons 
arrested for receiving stolen property, auto theft, burglary, and 
larceny record the youngest median ages of 15.7, 15.9, 16.3, and 16.3 
years, respectively. The oldest median was 43.3 years for persons 
charged with drunkenness. Persons under 18 years of age were charged 
with committing 1,064, or 86.1 percent, of the 1,235 auto thefts; 
persons arrested under 21 years of age were charged with committing 
83.5 percent of the burglaries; and 45 percent (21,986) of the 48,834 

persons arrested for all offenses were under the age of 25 years. A 
grouping of arrests for persons under 18, 21, and 25 years is recorded 
in table 23 and the arrests by age group are recorded in table 24. 

TABLE 2.3. GROUPING OF ARRESTS FOR PERSONS UNDER 
18,' 21_, and 25 YEARS: 1959 

Persons Persons Persons 
Offense Total under 18 under 21 under 25 

Number Percent Number Pere ent Number Percent 

All offenses 48,834 13,482 27,6 18, 124 37.1 21,986 45.0 
Maj or of tenses 7,715 5, 288 68.5 6, 050 78.4 6,454 83.7 
Property crimes 7,516 5,260 70.0 5,992 79.7 6,359 84 .6 
Crimes vs. persons 199 28 14 .1 58 29.1 95 47.7 
Burglary 1,385 1,013 73.1 1,157 83.5 1,246 90,0 
Larceny 4,704 3, 130 66.5 3,598 76.5 3,801 80.8 
Auto theft 1,235 1, 064 86.1 1, 147 92.9 1, 186 96,0 
Sex of fens es 498 225 45.2 286 57.4 342 68.7 
Liquor violations 3,085 802 26.0 2,423 78.5 2,662 86.3 

The average number of police department employees per 1,000 in
habitants is compared with the national figures by population groups 
in the foll owing: 

Total, all cities 
Group I (250,000 or over) 
Group II (100,000 to 250,000 
Group III (50,000 to 100,000) 
Group IV (25,000 to 50,000) 
Group V (10,000 to 25,000) 
Gtoup VI (2,500 to 10,000) 

Minnesota 

1.4 
1.3 
1.4 

1.6 
1.4 
1.4 

Nat ion al 1 

1.8 
2.4 
1.6 
1.5 
1.4 
1.3 
1.3 

111Uniform Crime Reports 11
, 1958 Annua i, F1 .B .I., Washington 

D.C., page 99. F'igwres as of April 30, 1958. 

Minnesota cities having a population of 100,000 or more (Duluth, 
Minneapolis, and St. Paul) average fewer employees per 1,000 inhabit
ants than do other cities in the country in the same population group
ings. Citiesunder 50,000 average more employees per 1,000 inhabitants 
than is shown for the national average. A Minnesota police officer is 
responsible for the protection of the lives and property of 735 per
sons. 



TABLE 211-. ARRESTS BY AGE GROUPS: 1959 

AG E 

Offense Total 15 & 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 - 30 - 35- 40- 45 & 
Median1 

under 29 34 39 44 Over 

Total 48,834 7,937 2,895 2,650 1,896 1,546 1,200 1,092 1,032 894 844 3,472 3,759 3,894 3,948 11,775 28.5 
Murder 20 2 - - 1 1 - - 1 1 1 1 1 2 4 5 
Mansl. by negl. 39 1 1 1 1 - - 3 i 3 2 5 5 4 6 6 32.0 
Rape 38 3 2 2 6 3 4 1 3 - - 7 4 2 1 - 20.8 
Robbery 192 27 14 12 20 10 7 11 13 6 6 26 14 15 6 5 21.5 
Aggr. assault 102 6 3 7 5 3 6 3 7 5 6 8 10 8 9 16 25.0 
Burglary 1,385 621 214 178 76 38 30 37 22 16 14 55 39 15 15 15 16. 3 
Larceny 4,704 2,195 534 401 226 144 98 70 65 39 29 168 136 145 104 350 16.3 
Auto theft 1,235 631 259 174 42 23 18 10 8 12 9 20 14 8 2 5 15. 9 
Other assaults 1,058 104 48 43 36 30 34 41 43 39 34 146 136 119 73 132 27.6 
Forgery 208 17 17 10 12 7 6 4 11 6 5 32 24 19 14 24 26.4 
Embezzlement 588 27 12 5 3 6 12 11 16 18 21 90 89 99 60 119 34.1 
Stolen property 109 60 17 12 5 2 2 3 - 1 - 2 1 1 - 3 15.7 
Carrying weapons 168 72 15 12 6 2 4 4 5 2 1 8 13 10 4 10 16.8 
Prostitution 91 - - - 3 6 - 4 6 6 2 19 12 9 7 17 30.0 
Other sex off. 498 118 56 51 23 25 13 17 16 11 12 45 33 24 16 38 19.0 
Of. ag. family 547 8 5 2 3 12 13 6 27 22 21 104 106 83 71 64 32.4 
Narcotics 17 - - - 1 2 - 1 - 2 - 2 4 2 2 1 -
Liquor viol. 3,085 172 244 386 658 581 382 87 7l 41 40 91 67 50 65 150 19.1 
Drunkenness 16,817 275 289 374 136 150 139 239 226 264 241 1,053 1,550 1,860 2.2J3 7, 74~ 43.3 
Dis. conduct 3,573 812 274 258 168 135 112 143 129 100 119 354 294 216 148 311 21.2 
Vagrancy 628 49 28 24 13 12 10 11 5 5 8 49 61 62 67 22·4 38.1 
Gambling 80 - - - - 4 1 5 4 - 2 9 16 9 7 23 34.7 
Drvg. wh. intox. 5,073 6 13 23 63 73 89 157 167 163 128 636 635 717 595 1,608 37.7 
Suspicion 2,357 186 151 123 180 123 105 101 73 61 65 263 213 173 145 395 27.1 
All other 6,222 2,545 699 552 209 154 115 123 113 71 78 279 282 242 254 506 16.8 

1Median not caLcuLated when Less than 20 offenses were recorded. 
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Defendants plead guilty in 3,524 or 95.2 percent of the convic
tions and 179 defendants were found guilty by a jury or by the court. 

Of the 3, 703 persons convicted, 881 or 23. 8 percent were sentenced 
to a state prison or reformatory, 507 or 13.7 percent were corrmitted 
to the Youth Conservation Commission, 1,853 or 50 percent were placed 
on probation or given a suspended sentence, and 462 or 12.5 percent 
were sent to a local jail or were fined. 

By July 1, 1960, 328 or 65 percent of the 507 persons sentenced 
to the Youth Conservation Commission had been committed to a reforma
tory. 

Commitments to an institution resulting from violation of proba
tion or suspended sentence totaled 176 or ten percent of the 1,853 
persons placed on probation during the past two years. 

Persons charged with 3,369 major offenses represent 83.6 percent 
of the 4,032 defendants disposed of. Convictions involving charges of 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft represent 50.9 percent of all dis
positions for a major offense. Tables 25 and 26 show the number of 
crimes committed, the offenses disposed of, type of disposition, and 
sentence imposed on defendants taken into district court during 1958 
and 1959. 

TABLE 26. SENTENCE OF DEFENDANTS CONVICTED, BY OFFENSE, 
1958 and 1959 

Prison 
Offense Total and 

Reform. 

Total 3_. 703 881 
Major offenses-total 3, 091 865 

Murder 16 14 
Manslaughter 19 9 
Crim. negligence, traffic 41 8 
Rape and carnal knowledge 153 33 
Robbery 162 78 
Aggravated assault 116 54 
Burglary 726 185 
Larceny 552 137 
Auto theft 295 64 
Embezzlement and fraudl 336 30 
Rec. stolen property 40 6 
Forgery and counterfeiting 302 131 
Sex, except rape 175 52 
Narcotics 19 6 
Abortion 4 3 
Arson 22 5 
Escape 59 31 
Other major offenses 54 19 

Minor offenses-total 612 16 
Abandonment 92 12 
Desertion 19 4 
Nonsupport 84 
Game laws 117 
Liquor laws 123 
Minor assault 55 
Other minor offenses 122 

1 Indwies check frawis. 

YCC 

507 
496 

2 
4 

.4 
34 
51 
19 

160 
59 

101 
3 
2 

23 
16 

3 
14 

1 
11 

1 

1 

9 

Prob. or 
suspended 
sentence 

1,853 
1,495 

6 
24 
84 
33 
42 

349 
311 
120 
191 
26 

146 
97 
13 
1 

14 
11 
27 

358 
79 
15 
78 
28 
59 
26 
73 

Jail 
or 

wkhs. 

291 
209 

5 
2 

29 
35 

8 
107 

6' 
2 

10 

3 
2 

82 

5 
17 
23 
18 
19 

Fine or 
costs 
only 

171 
26 

1 
3 

10 
2 
5 

5 
145 

1 
72 
40 
11 
21 
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The median age for defendants disposed of for all offenses during 
1958-59 was 24.8 years. The youngest median age recorded was 20.3 
years for persons convicted of auto theft. Persons under 21 years of 
age accounted for 1,074 ot 26.6 percent of the 4,032 dispositions in 
district court during the past two years. Data on the age of a de
fendant at the time his case was disposed of in district court during 
1958-1959 are shown in table 27. 

Females were involved in 187 or 4.6 percent of the 4,032 district 
court dispositions and were most frequently convicted of an offense 
involving a forged or no account Gheck. Burglary and larceny convic
tions account for 1,319 or 34.3 percent of the cases involving a male 
offender. The 4,032 defendants are classified by race as follows: 
3,600 or 89.3 percent white, 247 or 6.1 percent Indian, 155 or 3.9 
percent Negro, and 30 or 0.7 percent Mexican. Nonwhites were defend
ants in 33 or 23.6 percent of the 140 aggravated assault dispositions. 

TABLE 28. SEX AND RACE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF, BY OFFENSE, 
1958 and 1959 

Offense 

Total 
Criminal homicide 
Rape 
Carnal knowledge 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement, fraudl 
Forgery 
~ex~ except rape 
Misc, major offenses 
Abandonment 
Misc. minor offenses 

Total 

4,032 
96 
32 

146 
172 
140 
752 
601 
324 
361 
313 
210 
222 
113 
550 

l1nc Zudes check frawis. 

SEX 

Male Female Tot al 

3,845 
83 
32 

146 
167 
136 
742 
577 
320 
325 
273 
207 
198 
112 
527 

187 
13 

5 
4 

10 
24 
4 

36 
40 

3 
24 

1 
23 

4,032 
96 
32 

146 
172 
140 
752 
601 
324 
361 
313 
210 
222 
113 
550 

White 

3,600 
82 
29 

129 
139 
107 
644 
541 
279 
350 
285 
198 
186 
107 
524 

RACE 

Indian Negro 

247 
3 
3 
5 

19 
16 
84 
27 
33 

4 
18 

4 
13 

5 
13 

155 
11 

5 
12 
14 
20 
31 

9 
7 
8 
7 

19 
1 

11 

Mex. 

30 

7 
2 
3 
4 
2 
3 

2 
1 
4 

2 

While Hennepin, Ramsey, and St. Louis counties constitute 36.2 
percent of the 1959 estimated population for the State, 46.2 percent 
of the 1958-1959 district court dispositions were for major offenses 
disposed of in these three counties. 


